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Preface
Community strength through a unified 
Nepalese voice
Nepalese community has, in the last few decades, emerged to be one of 
the fastest growing communities in Australia. The Nepalese community is 
diverse and community organisations in every State/Territory have played 
a significant role in helping the community grow and mature.

The concept of the Federation of the Community Associations was born to unite and 
streamline efforts of all the Nepalese Community Organisations across Australia and to 
take a unified voice to the Federal Government of Australia.

This ensued serious discussion amongst the Nepalese community leaders for several 
years and formation of Federation of the Nepalese Community Associations was 
approved by the Community Organisations meeting held in Syndey in April 2016. A core 
taskforce team comprising of five members was formed to do necessary ground works for 
its registration. After several consultative meetings with community organisations across 
Australia by the taskforce team in various states and following Melbourne convention 
2017 recommendation, Federation of Nepalese Community Associations of Australia 
(FeNCAA) was finally registered under Association Incorporation Act 1991in April 2018.

FeNCAA has enormous opportunities and challenges ahead to institutionalise and take 
the organisation to the next level, aspires to play a meaningful role to voice concerns of 
the Nepalese communities and contribute to Government policies/programs and to fulfil 
the community’s aspirations and expectations. 

It is a history in making and reflects the unification of purpose and desire of  the Nepalese 
communities having a unified voices and shared values in building and contributing to 
community harmony and multiculturalism in Australia.

The Executive team would like to thank all the Taskforce team members, Community 
organisations, Embassy of Nepal and Consulate offices for providing constant feedback, 
support and encouragement in the establishment of FeNCAA. 

FeNCAA Executive Team
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September 2019 
 
 
 
MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTER FOR IMMIGRATION, CITIZENSHIP, MIGRANT 

SERVICES AND MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS 
 
 
I extend my best wishes and congratulations to the Federation of Nepalese 
Community Associations of Australia as it marks its official launch. 
 
The Nepalese community is one of the fastest growing communities with over 62,000 
people in Australia identifying as having Nepalese ancestry. The Nepalese community 
in Australia has more than doubled in the last decade.  
 
Australia’s diversity is one of our greatest strengths as a nation and the Australian 
Government is committed to continuing to build a diverse and inclusive society in 
which all Australians feel valued and have the opportunity to participate in the social, 
economic and cultural life of the nation.   
 
I look forward to working with the Federation of Nepalese Community Associations of 
Australia for the benefit of the Nepalese community in Australia. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
DAVID COLEMAN  
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Federation of Nepalese Community 
Associations of Australia 

 

I congratulate the Federation of Nepalese Community 
Associations of Australia on the launch of this very 
important organisation. 

As the peak body, FeNCAA will play a strategic role in the 
coordination and advocacy for Nepalese organisations. 

In the ACT, we celebrate the enormous contribution made 
by Nepalese-Canberrans. I am committed to doing all I 
can to support the Nepalese community and to 
strengthening ties between Canberra and Nepal. 

I look forward to working with FeNCAA and the member 
organisations to do all I can to promote our shared values 
and commitment to a prosperous and peaceful future. 

Congratulations on the formation of FeNCAA. 

Sincerely, 

 
Alistair Coe MLA 
Leader, Canberra Liberals          September 2019 
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Introduction
Federation of Nepalese Community 
Association of Australia (FeNCAA)

Dr Raju Adhikari, Dr Krishna Hamal, Indira Bun, Bom Yonzon and Rajan Koirala 
Executive Team Members (Core Task Force Team), FeNCAA, www.fencaa.org.au

Federation of Nepalese Community Associations (FeNCCA) represents 
an unified voice of the Nepalese Community’s Associationss and 
communities to the Commonwealth Government of Australia.

Nepalese community organisations over past 25 years especially in the last decade have 
significantly increased and was ranked in the list of ten top countries of migrants. To-date 
there are over 100 Nepalese Community Associations in Australia representing different 
cultural diversities of approximately hundred thousand people of Nepali origin living in 
Australia. After years of consultative process and endorsement of the Federation concept 
by Community’s organisations,  establishment of  Federation of Nepalese Community 
Associations of Australia (FeNCAA) has become possible and the organisation was 
finally registered under the Associations  incorporation ACT 1991 on  02/08/2018 with a  
registration number A05974.

FeNCAA structure is of non-political nature and its members are  community’s organisations 
and their representatives from the federal council. FeNCAA would represent, advice and 
advocate Federal Government on issues that affects the Nepalese community directly 
and indirectly and will work closely with Nepalese Community’s Organisations. It would 
also lobby federal governments for community project grants. The major objectives of 
the Federation includes; To Represent the Nepali Community Associations, liaise, lobby 
and negotiate with the Federal Governments for Nepali communities’ rights and well-
being, and work closely with Federal Government in the development of multicultural 
policies and programs, carry out and hold national debate on issues affecting the Nepali 
communities, and work closely with Nepal Embassy and Federal Government agencies. 
FeNCAA will this act as a think tank on Community’s policy initiative and advocate 
issues of national significance such as Nepalese language, migration, multiculturalism, 
and work to promote mutual interest between the two countries.  FeNCAA activities will  
value add to the Community’s harmony , inter and intra linkages, build mutual respect, 
trust, ownership, inclusiveness, team spirit and work closely with Nepal Embassy and 
Consulate offices. The Federation will thus  be a single contact point.

The 1st FeNCAA National workshop was held in Melbourne in 2017. Following registration 
of the organisation under Australian Associations Act 1991, an executive team was 
formed (Table 1 ) and has been officially representing Nepalese community to Federal 
government and hold regular executive meetings. 
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Table 1: FeNCAA Executive Committee

Position Name State

President Dr Raju Adhikari VIC

Vice President Ms Indra Ban NSW

General Secretary Dr Krishna Hamal ACT

Treasurer Mr Rajan Koirala QLD

Spokesperson Mr Bom Yonzon VIC

Assistant General Secretary Ms Sarbada Ghimire SA

Assistant Treasurer Ms Punam Pant TAS

Assistant Spokesperson Mr Yadav Sharma WA

State Director - NT Mr Sudeep Shrestha NT

State Director - QLD Mr Kamalayan Shrestha QLD

State Director - NSW Mr Bishnu Hamal NSW

State Director - ACT Dr Durga Dutta Kandel ACT

State Director -  TAS Dr Jagannath Aryal TAS

State Director - SA Mr Govinda Rana SA

State Director - WA Dr Bishnu Devkota WA

Public Officer Dr Binod Nepal ACT

Advisor – Legal Professional Dr Shamsher Singh Thapa NSW

Advisor – Medical Professional Dr Keshav Mani Bhattarai TAS

Advisor – Medical Professional Dr Anil Sharma QLD

Advisor – Journalist Dr Bharat Raj Paudel QLD

Advisor – Honorary Consul-General  
of Nepal

Mr Chandra Yonzon VIC

Advisor – Honorary Consul-General  
of Nepal

Mr Deepak Khadka NSW

Advisor – Honorary Consul-General  
of Nepal

Mr Dipak Dhamala SA

Advisor – Community Leader Dr Narayan Pradhan NSW

Advisor – Community Leader Mr Rajendra Rajbhandary NSW

Advisor – Community Leader Mr Mana KC NSW

Advisor – Community Leader Mr Goba Katuwal NSW

Advisor – Community Leader Mr Chitra Tumbahamphe NSW

Advisor – Community Leader Ms Janaki Paudel NSW

Advisor – Community Leader Mr Deb Gurung NSW

Advisor – Community Leader Mr Jog Limbu VIC

Advisor – Community Leader Mr Raju Upadhyaya SA

Advisor – Community Leader Mr Bhairab Dhakal WA

Advisor – Community Leader Mr Niraj Gurung NT

Advisor – Community Leader Mr Shree Ram Kandel NT
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FeNCAA is organising the formal inauguration of it’s establishment in Canberra on 
Sept 10th, 2019 along with the Annual General Meeting (AGM). To organise this 
meeting successfully, the executive team has formed an Inaugural committee inviting 
community organisations and individuals and advisors. The inaugural launch will be held 
in the Parliament house in Canberra on September 10, 2019 and will be attended by 
parliamentarians and dignitaries from various Community’s organisations from other 
countries. A commemorative booklet will also be published on the occasion.

FeNCAA executive team would like to thank members of the organising 
committee, community organisations, supporters and well-wisher for your support 
to the establishment of the organisation and the event. Please visit website  
www.fencaa.org.au for further in formation and contact details.

The major objectives of the  
Federation includes;

1. Represent the Nepali community 
and associations, liaise, lobby 
and negotiate with the Federal 
Governments for Nepali communities’ 
rights and well-being

2. Work closely with Federal Government 
in the development of multicultural 
policies and programs

3. Carry out and hold national debate 
on issues affecting the Nepali 
communities

4. Work closely with Nepal Embassy and 
Federal Government agencies
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Importance and strategic 
significance of FeNCAA

Background
Although geographically and strategically far-flung, the relationship 
between Nepal and Australia has grown over the years and is 
strategically important. The time has come to exploit this relationship  
in order to build enhanced economic and cultural ties. 

As government statistics clearly show, Australia has become a destination of 
choice for tens of thousands of Nepalese students. The host country has 
benefited enormously by the mass exodus of both Nepalese students 
and skilled manpower. With the establishment of Federation of Nepalese 
Community Associations of Australia (FeNCAA), the Nepalese diaspora in 
Australia is expected to create new avenues of discourse for our community’s 
well- being and promote mutual ties between two countries.

In recent times, Australia has shifted its priority and policy in regional and 
global cooperation with a focus on the development and governance of Asia 
Pacific nations by shifting investment from foreign aid and support to South Asian 
nations and Africa. As a result, Australian aid to Nepal has been reduced to $22 
million from about $30 million for the current fiscal year 2019/20.Support to Nepal has 
been gradually decreasing for the last few years while Nepal’s contribution to Australian 
economy is about $2.2 billion dollar annually, mostly in the education sector ($1.6 billion). 

Given the global political and strategic drift, the Australian government’s priority in the 
region has been overshadowed by the debate of trade war between the US and China 
and bilateral relationship with China in recent past. However, do Australians think they 
should undermine and compromise the relationship of the last 6 decades between 
our two nations? Obviously not. We know that Nepalese diaspora is one of the fastest 
growing communities in Australia. Non-Resident Nepali Associations (NRNA), a global 
diaspora organisation of people of Nepalese origin, is connecting Nepal to countries of 
their residence throughout the world. Role of NRNA and newly established organisations 
like FeNCAA will have to play a meaningful role to draw the attention of the 13th largest 
economy of the world, and lobby for a continued support to Nepal and increased 
economic cooperation.

Dr Bharat Raj Poudel Dr Raju Adhikari
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Currently, more than 70,000 people from Nepalese origin call Australia home. The number 
of Nepalese people residing in the country has increased drastically and will continue to 
grow in the years to come, thanks to Nepal’s export of international students to Australia. 
The 2011 national census had put the median individual weekly income for Nepali born in 
Australia over at $485 compared to $538 and $577 for others and Australian population 
as a whole.  

Nepal-Australia relations and 
development assistance
Nepal and Australia initiated diplomatic ties on 15 February 1960. It is now time to review 
our past and celebrate the 60th anniversary of our diplomatic relations in 2020. Both 
nations commemorated the 50th year anniversary not long ago and organised various 
programs. Australia established residential Embassy in Kathmandu at the level of 
chargéd’ Affaires in 1984 and a full-fledged Ambassadorial in 1986. Nepal’s Embassy in 
Canberra was established in March 2007 with a senior diplomat, Mr Shankar Bairagi, as 
its head. Since the establishment of Nepal Embassy in Canberra, both countries have 
benefited and brought greater focus to our relationship.

Over the years, the 
Australian Government 
and private sector have 
become development 
partners contributing 
to the governance, 
education, health, 
livestock management, 
forest and agriculture, 
energy, civil aviation, 
service sector and 
overall socioeconomic 
development of Nepal. 
However, Australia is 
still not listed as a major 
ODA provider to Nepal 
compared to UK, USA, 
Japan and Switzerland.

Source: DFAT
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Australia’s Aid document for 2019-20 describes that 
Nepal’s continued development as a democratic and 
stable Indo-Pacific partner is in Australia’s national 
interest. The report further describes Nepal as one 
of the least developed countries in the region which 
continues to be vulnerable to natural disasters like 
the devastating 2015 earthquakes. Nepal’s slow 
recovery from the recent catastrophes and impending 
economic progress are the matters of concern to 
Australia that can impact economic progress of 
Nepal. Australia has expressed doubt over Nepal’s 
attempt to transition from least developing nation to 
a developing nation status by 2022. For the purpose 
of addressing numerous development challenges 
including areas of socio-cultural and geographical 
fronts, Nepal needs to focus on economic diplomacy, 

create environment for foreign investments. Biggest 
challenge lies in the implementation of new three-
tier federal government structure. Australia has 
expressed hope that the Government of Nepal is keen 
to embrace new development model and be amongst 
middle-income countries by 2030. To keep Nepal’s 
aspirations, Australia is keen to provide assistance 
to support at provincial and local government levels. 
Despite reducing ODA, Australian government tries 
to assure Nepal that development support will focus 
on assisting Nepal’s transition to a federal system 
of governance by supporting the development of a 
strong and effective subnational government that can 

respond to the needs of citizens. Australia has now 
focussed its priority in Nepal in areas such as; disaster 
risk reduction to improve resilience, humanitarian 
response capabilities and disaster management 
programs, emerging human-resource development 
priorities through Australia awards scholarships and 
short courses, strengthening people-to-people links 
through the Australian volunteers program in areas 
such as urban planning, midwifery, agriculture and 
tourism.

Nepal and Australia signed an MoU on establishing 
a Bilateral Consultation Mechanism (BCM) between 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Nepal and the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade of Australia 
on 14 July 2017 in Canberra, Australia. Foreign 
Secretary Mr. Shanker Das Bairagi and H.E. Mr. Gary 

Quinlan, Acting Secretary, Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT), 
Australia signed the MoU on behalf of 
their respective Governments. In 2010, 
both countries had initiated exchanges 
through parliamentarians. Nepal Australia 
Parliamentary Group was formed under 
the convenorship of the then Senator 
Mark Furner aiming to get engaged with 

bilateral issues and concerns. The meetings of BCM 
have been scheduled to take place once every two 
years, alternately in Nepal and Australia to review 
the aspects of bilateral relations, explore new areas 
of cooperation and share views on regional and 
global issues of mutual concern. Although, there has 
not been any high-level visit of Australian leaders 
to Nepal in recent years. Nepal Embassy, FeNCAA, 
Non-resident Nepalese Associations (NRNA) and 
notable community organisations need to work 
together to take Nepal Australia relations to a new 
height.

To keep Nepal’s aspirations, Australia is 
keen to provide assistance to support at 
provincial and local government levels.
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Nepalese students
Statistics suggest that most of Nepalese students come to Australia at 
their active age of 20-24 with full of youthful readiness to start building a 
better life in a distant land. 

A government report of last year shows approximately 4500 Nepalese students were 
granted visa within 4 months of the second half of the financial year 2018/19. Last 
year, Sydney morning herald reported that over the past 10 years, Nepal has grown 
exponentially as a source of international students, initially spurred by the decade-long 
Maoist insurgency and subsequent word of mouth. Nepalese media have identified 
Sydney’s Victoria University and Western Sydney University as major destinations for 
Nepalese students, and Auburn has become Sydney’s hub for Nepalese-speakers. Now 
it is not limited to one university or suburb or city where Nepalese students study and 
live but spread Australia wide making significant contributions to the Australian revenue 
and multicultural society.

Source: Department of Education (DoE)
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A recent study conducted by JWS Research suggested that an overwhelming majority of 
locals (81%) recognised the importance of international students and their contribution 
in Australian economy. Education industry is currently Australia’s  third-largest export 
and It is exciting that export income of $34.9 billion a year has been received from the 
international students and it is supporting more than 240,000 jobs across the country.

Source: Department of Education (DoE)
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Students of Nepalese origin prefer Australia as their preferred destination for higher 
education and has injected about $1.6 billion dollar to the Australian economy. Out of 
$35 billion revenue generated in the education sector, China and India have contributed 
about $11 billion and $ 3.7 billion respectively. Up until June 2019, Number of studying 
Nepalese student in Australia has crossed above 18,000. 

In recent times, there has been discussions that, despite significant contribution of 
Nepalese students in Australia and growing education export volume, there is a need to 
identify ways Nepalese students receive greater benefit from Australia? In recent years, 
Nepal and Australia have failed to actively engage in mutual dialogue in addressing 
issues of students, bilateral trade and exchange of visits to make bilateral ties of the last 
6 decades more meaningful. 

There is an enormous possibility that Nepalese young graduates trained in Australia can 
be a great source of trained manpower (brain-gain) to both countries. Can our graduates 
contribute to Australia’s demand in essential sectors? Just recently Education Minister 
Hon. Dan Tehan (during his address at the national press club in Canberra) acknowledged 
that Nepal is the third largest contributor in international student demand, but Australia’s 
focus is more on India, Vietnam and other countries with larger economy.  Minister Tehan 
mentioned that Morrison Government is working on a program to deliver 1.25 million 
jobs over the next five years, including 250,000 new jobs for young Australians.  Dr 
Denise Napthine, former Premier of Victoria in a study report highlighted need for greater 
focus in regional areas and that university funding would be available on the basis of four 
key performance metrics, such as:

 � graduate employment outcomes;
 � student success;
 � student experience; and
 � participation of indigenous, low socio-economic status, and regional  

and remote students.
Nepalese students can take advantage of these initiatives. Further, Federation of 
Nepalese Community Associations of Australia (FeNCAA), in consultation with NRNA 
and Nepalese diaspora community organisations can help explore such possibilities of 
avenues and lobby with Australian government to speed up  bilateral exchanges in trade, 
education, research, service sector and tourism between the two countries.

Source: Department of Education (DoE)
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Trade and investment
According to the market profile and relevant information presented by 
Australian Trade and Investment Commission (ATIC) and Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT), Australia’s trade with Nepal is small and 
it is one-sided. However, there are potential for growth in hydropower, 
tourism and infrastructure development. Approximately, 25 to 30,000 
Australian travellers explore Nepal every year but the number is not 
increasing as expected.

Other areas in which there are increasing commercial opportunities following deregulation 
include civil aviation and telecommunications. Two-way merchandise trade in 2018-19 
totalled A$53 million dominated by Australian exports to Nepal. Australia’s volume of 
trade service with Nepal has crossed above $2.2 billion and imports of services from 
Nepal is still around $152 million. Principal exports to Nepal are vegetables and refined 
petroleum. Australia also exports food and beverages including wine. Trade deficit with 
Australia is very severe and this is the time to start working on trade and economic 
diplomacy with Australia.

Australia’s trade with Nepal is 
small and it is one-sided
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Nepal Australia business forum is one of the programs organised at Embassy Level to 
discuss bilateral cooperation in trade and investment. Such initiatives are very timely and 
steps in the right direction to bring greater focus and FeNCAA can play a strategic role 
in such initiatives.

Nepalese population has also shown interest in Australian mainstream politics. Few 
Nepalese in different states have contested council, state and even federal parliamentary 
elections. Growing Nepalese communities and their contributions in all sectors suggest 
that Nepalese communities have a greater stake and can and wish to play a meaningful 
role to establish stronger ties between the two nations.

Nepal government’s recent shift in foreign policy to increase focus in Australia and 
the region to promote greater economic ties is a welcome and wise decision. The 
establishment of FeNCAA was a very timely initiative and will represent unified voice of 
Nepalese organisation and communities to both state and federal level of government to 
protect their interests and create better opportunities in Australian Nepalese communities 
and promote greater economic bonds between the two countries. It is a win-win situation 
for both people and countries with similar population size.

About Authors:

Dr Poudel is media expert, freelancer journalist and casual academic in Brisbane 
Email: poudelbr@hotmail.com

Dr Adhikari is current FeNCAA President and director of CRAM Responsive 
Materials Pvt Ltd Email: r_adhikari@hotmail.com

Nepal government’s recent  
shift in foreign policy to 
increase focus in Australia and 
the region to promote greater 
economic ties is a welcome  
and wise decision.
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Anil Sharma MD, FRANZCO 
Rockhampton and Central Lakes Eye Clinic, Queensland 
Lions Club Rockhampton Fitzroy River

Part 1:
Support to Lions Eye Hospital Kathmandu - an Initiative of The Lions Club 
of Rockhampton Fitzroy River, District 2014 (2016-2018) 

At a 60th birthday celebration party for one of our club members over a drink and BBQ, 
myself and Lion Rob Wilson were having a discussion on how we could support the 
Lions Eye Hospital, Kathmandu. 

Cataract surgery is the most common surgical service provided by the centre. Besides 
this general eye consultation, medical treatment of common eye ailments and dispensing 
of glasses for refractive error were other useful service offered to the community. 

This is what the centre aimed to achieve most of the time but otherwise referred 
complicated cases to other Eye hospital and Institutes in the capital. 

There had been an earlier request for some help for equipment and gears from the Lions 
eye Hospital in Kathmandu in this regard. 

The Lions Eye Hospital itself is a community eye Hospital serving the marginalised and 
underprivileged, with majority of patients coming from low socio-economic background 
of the surrounding area of Kathmandu valley, Nepal’s’ capital. Some of them have no 
source of payment for even the basic of any cataract surgery. 

From its inception years, it has mainly survived on donations where the facility had basic 
infrastructure but more could be done. The doctor working there was a good colleague 
of mine, well skilled, but lacked equipment that could enhance the centres capacity and 
generate needed revenue for the centre and offer surgical services to the utmost needy. 

“Rob Peter to pay Paul” and offer best practice eye treatment to those who could not 
afford to pay for these procedures.  At the time, Lion Rob Wilson was on the District 
cabinet as the Lions Eye Health Chairman and he felt it was a worthy project. 

Nepal Eye Projects  
A journey over the last 4 years
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With support from District Cabinet, local clubs and the people 
of Rockhampton, The Lions Club of Rockhampton Fitzroy 
River was able to purchase a Phacoemulsification machine 
and accessories for the Kathmandu Lions Eye Hospital. 

It has also continued to support the Lions Club of Kathmandu 
since then with finance to train a Nurse for eye surgery 
supported through he Nepal Eye Hospital nurse training 
programme. 

Through the offices of Lions Club of Rockhampton Fitzroy river, 
Zeiss Australia through its Foundations has further donated a 
VISU 210 operating surgical microscope, Optimed Australia 
has made a refurbished Lighted Yag laser with table and 
accessory available at minimal cost and a general practice in 
Rockhampton has made a sterilization unit available for use in 
surgical theatres.

Furthermore, the situation was made more vulnerable as the equipment needed to reach 
Sydney from Rockhampton and then be shipped to Calcutta en route to Kathmandu. All 
this was made possible through the kind donation of the many involved. 

From a humble sausage sizzle and garage sale, to a dental surgeons’ full day revenues 
for the cause to the kind donations of the Lions Cabinet 2014 and from donation from 
other Lions, Lionesses Clubs of the district. Other major donations included the common 
citizens of Central Queensland following two radio interviews with ABC and industrial 
support from Zeiss Australia Foundation, Optimed Australia and City Heart medical 
general practice with a near total of $80,000 AUD raised for the cause. 

Fortunately, all this has been successful and today best practice eye services including 
laser services are offered at the centre. The number of Phacoemulsification surgeries 
performed by the centre has been rising with good outcomes.  

Part 2:
Phacoemulsification Training for SMICS experienced Nepalese Eye 
Surgeons-a joint project of Queensland Ophthalmologists and Lumbini 
Eye Institute (2017-2020) 

Many eye surgeons in developing countries for Cataracts are embracing 
Phacoemulsification surgery for its excellent results. Given the significant number of 
cataract patients, the numbers of Phaco surgeons in Nepal, like in many developing 
countries are limited and therefore likely to grow. Most Nepalese Ophthalmology residency 
programs do not have focussed syllabus on Phacoemulsification. Few Institutes deliver 
ad hoc trainings. 

A collaboration of Queensland Ophthalmologists, Australia and Nepal Netra Jyoti Sangh 
(NNJS) was initiated to develop Phacoemulsification training for qualified Nepalese 
Ophthalmic Surgeons at Lumbini Eye Institute (LEI) from 2017-2020. The purpose of the 
project is to upgrade the phacoemulsification surgical skills of Nepalese Ophthalmologists. 
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A team of consultant ophthalmologists 
from Queensland visit Lumbini Eye 
Institute in Bhairawa twice a year for 
on-site intensive supervision on voluntary 
basis together with Nepalese Consultants 
for 2 weeks’ period. 

Trainee surgeons are identified by Medical 
committee of LEI. Before conducting 
actual supervised surgical training in 
hospital settings, the basic knowledge of 
the trainees is established with web-based 
portal, followed by multiple-choice-
questions tests. The outcome of training at 
the end of each training day for each trainee 
is evaluated with Ophthalmology Surgical 
Competency Assessment Rubric of the 
International Council of Ophthalmology 
(ICO-OSCAR) which assesses each step-in Phacoemulsification surgery, intraoperative 
complications, complexity of cases and takeovers by the supervising Consultants. Video 
recording of each case facilitates this assessment. 

The candidates are issued Course Completion 
Certificates after they submit the audit of 
the cases. Further ongoing upskilling is 
done on the job with further feedback from 
local Nepalese consultants. Two weeks of 
intensive surgical supervision with about 
50-60 Phacoemulsification surgeries on an 
average per candidate have been carried out 
in the last 2 training visits and helps them in 
their journey onwards. Like any good work 
setbacks have been identified on both sides. 

Younger eye surgeons are keen to learn Phacoemulsification surgery but the costs, 
travel, equipment, lack of back up support remains a hindrance. A structured course has 
always remained the backbone of any learning activities in continuing medical learning 
Phaco surgery has brought about excellent results, is safe in most selected cases, is 
reproducible as ‘good eye practice’ and is the standard of care throughout the world. 
It has also brought revenues to hospitals and has been a source of income growth for 
surgeons alike with additional skills.

Many eye surgeons in developing 
countries for Cataracts are 
embracing Phacoemulsification 
surgery for its excellent results. 



Representing, Promoting and Advocating unified  
Nepalese Communities voices in Australia

 /FeNCAANepal22

Program schedule
SESSION ONE: ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

14:30 to 15:00 Registration and networking

15:00 – 15:10 MC to commence program   
Co-chairs: Ms Indra Ban OAM, Vice President, FeNCAA & Dr Raju Adhikari, President, FeNCAA

15:10 – 15:20 Welcome speech by Dr Raju Adhikari, President, FeNCAA

15:20 – 15:40 Annual Report by the General Secretary Dr Krishna Hamal 
• Constitution highlights  • Past activities  • Work Plan for 2019-20

15:40 – 15:50 Financial Report by the Spokesperson Mr Bom Yonzon for the Treasurer Mr Rajan Koirala

15:50 – 17:05 Remarks by FeNCAA Executive Committee Members and Advisors

17:05 – 17:30 Remarks by the Presidents/Representatives of the Nepalese community organisations from all eight 
States and Territories present at the AGM  
(Names will be listed once we get confirmation of their attendance).

17:30 – 18:00 Open discussion and adoption of Annual Report, Finance Report and Work Plan 2019-20

18:00– 18:10 AGM decisions by Dr Raju Adhikari and Mr Bom Yonzon

18:10 – 18:20 Concluding remarks and vote of thanks by Session Chair Ms Indra Ban OAM

18:20 – 18:50 BREAK (Entrée will be served)

SESSION TWO: OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF FeNCAA

18:50 – 19:00 MC to commence the program 
Chair of session: Dr Raju Adhikari, President, FeNCAA 
Inauguration by the Hon Minister David Coleman

19:00 – 19:10 Welcome speech by President Dr Raju Adhikari

19:10 – 19:25 Speech by Hon David Coleman MP, Minister for Immigration, Citizenship, Migrant Services and 
Multicultural Affairs, representing Hon Prime Minister Hon Scott Morrison

19:25 – 19:30 Cultural dance-1

19:30 – 19:45 Speech by Mr Andrew Giles MP, Shadow Minister for Cities and Urban Infrastructure and 
Multicultural Affairs

19:45 - 19:55 Speech by the Representative of the ACT Chief Minister Mr Andrew Barr

19:55 – 20:00 Cultural dance-2

20:00 – 20:10 Speech by Ms Elizabeth Kikkert MLA, Representing the ACT Leader of Opposition Mr Alistair Coe

20:10 - 20:20 Speech by Mr Speech by Peter Khalil MP for Wills Victoria, Co-Chair of Parliamentarian  
Friends of Nepal

20:20  - 20:30 Speech by Ms Maria Vamvakinou, MP for Calwell Victoria, Deputy Chair of Joint Standing  
Committee on Migration

20:30 – 20:35 Cultural dance-3

20:35 – 20:40 Speech by Representative of FECCA President

20:40 – 20:45 Speech by GOPIO ACT President Ms Nishi Puri

20:45 – 20:50 Speech by SAFACT President Mr Hari Iyengar

20:50 – 21:00 Vote of Thanks by General Secretary 

21:00 – 22:00 BUFFET DINNER with cultural program

1. ACT – Dr Durga D Kandel
2. ACT – Dr Binod Nepal
3. NSW – Mr Bishnu Hamal
4. NSW – Dr Shamsher S Thapa
5. NSW – Mr Mana KC
6. NSW – Mr Goba Katuwal
7. NSW - Mr Umesh Pant
8. NT – Mr Sudeep Shrestha

9. VIC – Mr Tara Gaire 
10. QLD - Dr Bharat R Poudel
11. QLD - Dr Anil Sharma
12. TAS – Ms Punam Pant
13. TAS - Dr Keshav Bhattarai
14. SA – Mr Raju Upadhyaya
15. WA – Dr Mani Paneru
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FeNCAA inaugural committee
Position Name State

President Dr Raju Adhikari VIC

Vice President Ms Indra Ban NSW

General Secretary Dr Krishna Hamal ACT

Treasurer Mr Rajan Koirala QLD

Spokesperson Mr Bom Yonzon VIC

Assistant General Secretary Ms Sarbada Ghimire SA

Assistant Treasurer Ms Punam Pant TAS

Assistant Spokesperson Mr Yadav Sharma WA

State Director - NT Mr Sudeep Shrestha NT

State Director - QLD Mr Kamalayan Shrestha QLD

State Director - NSW Mr Bishnu Hamal NSW

State Director - ACT Dr Durga Dutta Kandel ACT

State Director -  TAS Dr Jagannath Aryal TAS

State Director - SA Mr Govinda Rana SA

State Director - WA Dr Bishnu Devkota WA

Public Officer Dr Binod Nepal ACT

Advisor – Legal Professional Dr Shamsher Singh Thapa NSW

Advisor – Medical Professional Dr Keshav Mani Bhattarai TAS

Advisor – Medical Professional Dr Anil Sharma QLD

Advisor – Journalist Dr Bharat Raj Paudel QLD

Advisor – Honorary Consul-General of 
Nepal

Mr Chandra Yonzon VIC

Advisor – Honorary Consul-General of 
Nepal

Mr Deepak Khadka NSW

Advisor – Honorary Consul-General of 
Nepal

Mr Dipak Dhamala SA

Advisor – Community Leader Dr Narayan Pradhan NSW

Advisor – Community Leader Mr Rajendra Rajbhandary NSW

Advisor – Community Leader Mr Mana KC NSW

Advisor – Community Leader Mr Goba Katuwal NSW

Advisor – Community Leader Mr Chitra Tumbahamphe NSW

Advisor – Community Leader Ms Janaki Paudel NSW

Advisor – Community Leader Mr Deb Gurung NSW

Advisor – Community Leader Mr Jog Limbu VIC

Advisor – Community Leader Mr Raju Upadhyaya SA

Advisor – Community Leader Mr Bhairab Dhakal WA

Advisor – Community Leader Mr Niraj Gurung NT

Advisor – Community Leader Mr Shree Ram Kandel NT
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